MINUTES OF THE TECHNICAL COMMISSION  MEETING, APRIL 21ST 2008
1930 High Tide, Porthcawl.

Present:  Karen Bale (KB), Mike Jones(MJ), Phil Rees (PR), Lyle Bluck (LB), Dai Lewis (DL), James Marks (JM), Paul Williams (PW).
Apologies: Will Hedges, Darren Williams. 
Previous minutes: Read and accepted as a true record. KB (none others present).
Matters Arising:

1.
FPOS

On hold for present, awaiting response from Ambulance service. SLSA Wales tutors and members who are medically trained already will be trained to deliver advanced resus’ courses to the trainers/assessors, who can then deliver to all members.
From October we will be able to deliver first aid at work courses as well, with the appointed person certificate available. WH to set the date and KB to email (MJ, LB, PW, KB, WH, JM). Suggested date May 10th at Aberavon at 10am- to be confirmed.
2.
PR. Clarified quality system for the STA awards.  System of tutors, assessors and instructors. Senior Tutors to be current Technical Director for Wales- Will Hedges and Lyle Bluck. Applicants are Gwyn Jones, Paul Williams, Lisa Prichard, Ellen Jones , Jeff Rogers, James Marks. One tutor representing IRB should also become a tutor, LB to approach commission. Tutors meeting to be held on a date after 10th May PW to confirm date.
3.
Instructors and examiners update.

Updates for trainers/assessors (current examiners) are on the website. Extra courses can be arranged if demand is high.
4.  
PR- RNLI contacted commission in reference to NARS training but no meeting has been arranged so far. 

Commercial courses can be run if they affiliate to Wales as an educational member.
PW asked how much we can charge external candidates for a NARS course- commission agreed that it is important for all clubs to charge the same sum and recommend £185 per person. They should then integrate with the club and SLSA Wales’ calendar. If they request an extra exam apart from the mass exams they need to be charged £50a day for the assessors plus travelling expenses and two examiners are necessary.
Problems are occurring with courses being run that are not registered. Courses must be registered with Will Hedges and individuals must be members of SLSA Wales to have the certificates issued. Otherwise the course must be registered as a commercial venture, the costs of the manual and the certificates are doubled. 
All exam forms will be cross referenced with MIS system before certificates issued, it is the clubs responsibility to make sure candidates are members.

All assessors are to be appointed by Will Hedges only, they cannot be arranged privately. Adequate time must be given to appoint qualified assessors. Clubs are supposed to give 14 days notice and then every effort will be made to provide assessors for the requested date but it cannot be guaranteed.
AOB
LB- Junior Lifesaver Award. LB provided a marking guide that will be circulated to all clubs, with a reminder that this award is instead of the surf and board comps.
Enquiries had been made as to why coaches were not trainers, a syllabus has been provided to explain how to become a trainer and an assessor. Trainers/assessors must hold or have held an award equivalent to the award you are training/assessing.
JM- Can dates be put on calendar please. KB to send to Gary again.  Also KB to research possibility of getting password to add dates to website as commission secretary.
LB- At one of the updates, it was requested that photographs were produced to show the definitive spinal lift and carry. LB to look up previous photograph to see if they are suitable. If they are not suitable a new set will need to be taken.
The next meeting will be held Monday 11th May, High Tide Porthcawl, 7:30pm.
